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IRON ORE LEVY — NATIONALS WA 

Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.24 pm]: I rise to respond to the member’s statement that 
Hon Jacqui Boydell made on Tuesday night. During the previous sitting week, I spoke about Brendon Grylls and 
the Nationals WA policy. My integrity was questioned. I believe the comment was that I was bringing into 
disrepute the integrity and reputation of the former member of Parliament. That could not be further from the truth. 
I have great respect for Brendon Grylls. I commented on his policy of introducing a tax hike to the iron ore 
industry. That tax hike would have cost Rio Tinto alone $1.5 billion per year. If we look at the special lease rentals 
of BHP, Rio Tinto and Cliffs, the total cost to the iron ore industry would have been nearly $3 billion a year. That 
$3 billion would have killed the iron ore industry in our state. The reason I brought this up was that Mr Grylls 
made a comment in The West Australian. He reckoned that he was repeatedly questioned about whether he would 
return to politics. He said he would not as he has now taken up private practice in Karratha.  

Madam President, I am not reading a statement. I have the Hansard of the speech made by Hon Jacqui Boydell. 
I also have a Hansard copy of my speech. 

Hon Jacqui Boydell said that every single time she travelled around the mining and pastoral area, she was asked 
on many occasions whether Brendon would be running again and whether Brendon would be coming back, with 
people saying he was a great loss to that region of Western Australia. However, it was the constituents of regional 
WA who booted out Mr Grylls. They were obviously not happy with his attempt to increase the royalty. In his 
favour, royalties for regions was one of the greatest things he ever did. If he had been really intelligent and smart, 
he would have stuck to that. I think he was going to have a long career in politics. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: Madam President, on Tuesday night I sat here as quiet as a mouse while the honourable 
member tied me to a stake and set me on fire. I ask to be afforded the same courtesy. 

The honourable member went on to say that the members of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation will never have to make 
decisions because the people of Western Australia will never deliver the hands of government to them. All I can 
say to that is thank God, because One Nation — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! I am really struggling to hear Hon Robin Scott so you should just listen 
quietly to what he has to say. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: One Nation is just a very small and youthful party. We are trying our best to improve our 
membership, representation and policies. We are not ready to take the reins of government and we freely admit 
that. Royalties for regions was able to help continue the exploration incentive scheme, which was another tick for 
Brendon Grylls. He believes it created many valuable jobs. I really believe that some jobs were created, but I am 
not sure how many. The Nationals WA did not support the increase in the gold royalty. That was another tick for 
Mr Grylls. There have been many other incentives through the royalties for regions program, according to the 
honourable member—training and many projects, which I cannot list. If One Nation had any projects that were 
really good, we would list every single one of them. The significant reason for the collapse of trust in Mr Grylls 
was his insistence in multiple statements and speeches that iron ore companies were paying only 25c a tonne to 
Treasury. That is exactly what happened. I heard of about five or six of his speeches—one was on the radio—and 
on each occasion he spoke about the iron ore industry paying only 25c a tonne. He never once mentioned the 
7.5 per cent that comes off the top of iron ore profits. Not once did he suggest that 7.5 per cent was being paid, and 
he could have easily introduced that in all his speeches. 

In closing, Hon Jacqui Boydell said that One Nation has not carried through with any of its policies. One of those 
policies was reducing the salaries of members of Parliament by 20 per cent and another was reducing the 
representation of members of Parliament by 20 per cent. One Nation has many, many policies that I totally disagree 
with, and they are two of them. 

Again, we were told that royalties for regions was introduced when Brendon Grylls was at the helm. This really 
terrifies me because Hon Jacqui Boydell said — 

… members of Parliament serve the public. They take a great deal of time out of their personal lives and 
from their families to put their necks on the line and deliver on policy positions that they and their parties 
believe are important to the people whom they represent. 
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In her closing statement, Hon Jacqui Boydell said — 

I fully support the Nationals’ current policy position on an increase in the special lease rental. 

The honourable member has definitely stuck her neck out to be chopped off. If the Nationals are going to follow 
on with the policy of increasing the iron ore levy rate by 1 900 per cent, they are doomed at the next election. 
I believe that Hon Jacqui Boydell would be a really good friend and a terrible enemy. She has proven that by 
defending Mr Grylls. I hope that she will be a friend of mine, too. 
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